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Air Force shine at
‘Deyata Kirula’ volieyball

Air Force clinched four titles at
the ‘Deyata Kirula’ volleyball
championship played recently.

Air Force won the national
men’s beach volleyball tourna-
ment beating Navy in the final.
They also annexed the women’s
title beating Ports Authority in
the final. Then in the novices
beach volleyball tournament, Air
Force added another double —

EPRpEIT o A Paegee e |, e T

men’s title at the expense of
Negombo Sports Club, and wom-
en’s title heating Ports Authority.

In the boys volleyball champi- -
onship Rajasinghe MMV finished
first beating Davisamara MV
Seeduwa in the final.

The men’s open went to
Combined SC Katana who beat
Rantharu SC Debegama in the
final.
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GIRLS SPICE IT FIRST TIME

The all-island Novices boxing themen in the past at the
championships could have beena  Sugathadasa indoor stadium on
big bore if not for a complimentof ~ Sunday.
women’s fighters who spiced up The meet was contested

what was relatively an event for both men and women pugilists

Pictures by Nuwan Amarawansha

from the defence services and where no quarterwas asked or
clubs. given.
The meet though being for first Most of the boutts went the
me sh distance with some stopped while
especially in the women's hautx afew ended in k; ked out blows.

Silueta Boxing Club women'’s fighter HUM Fernando (Bluc) staves aff duai biows /l o dir Force fighter KLU Kaushalya i tieu.

light welterweight 64 kgs bout. Kaushalya eventually wen the fight

ir Force woman KLU Kaushalya unlenshes a stralght le/t on Slluela
Boxing Club’s HUM Fernando who lost the welterweight 64 kgs bout

5 L 1 2
KAGN Kaluarachchi of the Air Force unleashes a
straight-right on NAP Jayaweera also from the
Air Force to win the featherweight 57 kgs bout

MAS Southern Boxing Club’s woman pugilist GTM Ranaweerq
straight-left on Air Force fighter PAH Pasyala in their banta
54 kgs bout
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Army women'’s fighter WMD Fernanda gets
instructions from her trainer

Police fighter Achini Umeshan is floored by Llnea Boxing Club’s
SKNS Senaratne in their heavyweight bout

Army women’s fighter WMD Fernando (Blue) subdues
Navy’s SVPR Dhilharani in their 51 kgs flyweight bout

Linea Club’s PMT Banasiighisunlenshesan upper-cut on
Silueta Sports Club’s KAR Sandaruwan in their lightweight 49
kgs bout. Ranasinghe won the fight
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Isanka steers Air Force

| Akila Isanka took five wickets to guide Air Force to first
innings points over BRC in their Premier League cricket
counter played at Rifle Green yesterday.
Air Force: (95 for 4 ato/n) 244 (Thuppahi Nadeera 105
.0. Raju Namal 22, Achira Eranga 23, Nimesh Perera 2-40,
asitha Wickaramasinghe 3-45, Malan Madusanka 2-17)
~and 5-0 atclose
{ © BRC: 215 (Malith Cooray 22, Nimesh Perera 51, Gihan
Dilruk 31, Buddika Sandaruwan 2-49, Sohan Rangika 2-55,

Akila Isanka 5-90)




jaya College Matale and Air Force won titles at

the People’s Bank Super Sevens all island schools

and clubs hockey tournament played at the Asgiriya

sround in Kandy over the weekend.

' Wijaya beat Darmadutha College Bandulla 3-0 in

the boys final, after leading 2-0 at half time.

' Sajith Costa, Madumal Wimalagunaratne and

Buddhika Peiris scored a goal each for the winners.
‘It was the second consecutive time Vijaya

pocketed this title.

; i-finalsVijaya beat StaSyly

College Kandy 1-0 while Darmadutha beat Angiida

College 1-0.

Vinura Saman of Darmadutha was adjudged the
best player while Vijaya's Malshan Dissanayake was
the best goalkeeper.

. 'Pushpadana BMV, Kandy and Seethadevi BMV,
gﬁhdy shared the girls’ title after their final ended

ik shpadanareached the final beating
Yasodaradevi BMV 1-0, while Seethadevi overcame
Viharamahadevi BMV 1-0 in the other semi-final.

'S, Chandrika (Seethadevi) was the best player
while S. Eleperuma (Seethadevi) became the best
goalkeeper. Some 42 schools teams took partin the
tournament.

Air Force made a clean sweep in the club segment
by pocketing both the men’s and women's trophies.
_ Inthe men's segment Air Force defended the title
they won last time by beating Police 3-2 on
penalties after a scoreless full time.

‘Army overcame Navy 2-1 in the playoff match for
third place.

* Thilina Perera of Police walked away with the

best player’s trophy while Thusith Ratnasiri (Air
Force) was the best goalkeeper.

The victory they gained in the women’s segment

ijaya College, Air Force w

in Sevens hockey titles
el Suts '

Boys winners Vijaya Matale: (Front row from left): Madumal Wimalagunaratne, Janith Jeewantha,
Malshan Dissanayake, Sangeeth Amarasinghe, Dilusha Gintotage. (Back row from left): Asitha
Yohan, Safith Costa, Anuruddha Herath Bandara (Coach/MIC), Buddhika Peiris, Malinga Bandara

was sweeter for Air Force. It was the first occasion

that the Air Force women's team won a major

tournament and they it stylishly, beating Navy ‘A’

2-1 (1-1 at half time). The Navy team was packed

with Sri Lankan players, but the Air Force women

came up with a superlative show to win the final.
For Air Force Takshila Maduwanthi and

Chathurika Premasiri scored a goal each. For Navy
‘A’ B. Jayanetti scored the solitary goal.

In the semi-finals Air Force beat Seethadevi SC
2-0 while Navy ‘A’ beat Navy ‘B’ 2-0. )

Navy ‘B’ clinched the third place beating
Seethadevi SC 2-0.

Some 31 teams took part in the club tournament.
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North Central Province batswoman Chamari Chamari Atapattu of North Centruf
-SenevfraMrissﬂs o reverse sweep Province drives d ball through the covers
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Air Force TT players for
Commonwealth tourney

Twao alrmen
and an
airwoman have
been selected
to the nine-
member
national team
to participate
inthe
Common-
wealth Table
Tennis Championship
2013, The
championship will be
plaved in New Delhi,
India from May 5 to
10.

M.G.R. Sirisena and

*l@l “’\H)\

M.G.R. Sirisena

I.M, Dharshlka are also
part of the ten-member
National team to
participate In the
World Table Tennis
Championship 2013 to
be held at Paris, France

LM. Dharshika

M.L Karunaratne

from May 11 to 22,
These two players will
lead the men’s and
women's teams
respectively. The third
Alr Force player s M.L,
Karunaratne:
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Central Province players Inoshi Fernando (left) and Dilani Manodara celebratea
wicket against Combined Province in their inter-provincial women's tournament
match at the NCC ground in Colombo yesterday (Picture by Tharaka Basnayake)




Central Province fast bowler Sripali Weerakkody delivers a ball
ugainst Combined Province batswoman Ruchini Samarasinghe
in their inter-provincial women'’s tournament match at the NCC
ground n Colomba yesterdny

{Picture by Tharaka Basnayake)
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Madurangi, Lakshitha
emerge TT champions

Ishara Madurangi and
Mllinda Lakshitha of Air
Force emerged women's and
fnen’s open table tennis
champions respectively at
the Chrys Gunaratne
Memorial Open All-Island
Ranking Table Tennis
Championship held at S.
Thomas sports complex, Mt.
Lavinia over the weekend.

The championship was
‘conducted by the Table
Tennis Association of Sri
Lanka and spunsored by
Abans Limited.

Results (finals):

Open men's singles: Milinda
Lakshitha (Air Force) beat Indika Prasad
(Navy) 12/10,11/9,11/1,11/9,

Open women's singles: Ishara
Madutangi [Alr Force] beat Nuwani
Navodya (Dharmasoka) 14/12,7/11,
B/1L,11/5,11/7,11/6.

U-18 girls: Erandi Warusavithana
(Dharmasoka) beat Umaya Tharakie
(Dharmasoka) 7711, 11/8,8/11,13/11,
11/2. !

boys: Udava Ranasinghe {Vidyartha)
beat Krishan Wickramaratne (Vidyartha)
11/7,11/4,6/11,11/9.

U-15 Girls: Muthumall Privadarshani
(Sri Devananda) beat Pavanl Sirisena
(Maliyadeva BMV) 12/14, 11/7,17/15,

Ishara Madurangi

Milinda Lakshitha

5/11,11/3. ;

Boys: Prasad de Sllva (Vidyartha) beat
Krishan Wickramaratne (Vidyartha)
11/4,8/11,11/8,11/3,

U-12 Girls: Imasha de Silva
(Dharmasoka) beat Tharushi Rodrigo
(Maliyadeva BMV) 12/10, 11/13,12/10,
1Z/10

Boys: Thenuka Dinujaya (Kegalu
Vidyalaya) beat Tharusha Dulmith
(Dharmasoka) 11/4,11/7, 11 /4.

U-10 Girls: Vinuji Perera (Maliyadeva
BMV] beat Ayila Chitty (Ladies College]
11/8,11/3,11/9,

Boys: Hiruna Warusawithana
(Dharmasoka) beat Chanul Dulsen
(Dharmasoka) 11/9,11/8, 11/7.
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Air Force ends Navy women’s hockey reign

By. U.J. Jezeem -
Kanoy SPorTs CORRESPONDENT

Lady stickers from the
Sri Lanka Air Force
ended Sri Lanka Navy's
five unbeaten run in all
forms of hockey by de-
feating them 2 - 1 and 1ift-
ing the Women's club
championship at the Peo-
ples Bank Super Hockey
Sevens organised by See-

tha Devi Balika Vidya-
laya and sponsored by
Peoples Bank played at
the Asgiriya Stadium in
Kandy.

Chathurika Premasiri
netted both goals for the
winners while Chathuri-
ka Wijesuriya scored the
solitary goal for the Navy
women.

The individual awards
were as follows.

Most Outstanding Play-
er: Chathurika Prema-
siri *(Sri Lanka ' Air
Force)

Best goal keeper: Jee-
wanthika Keerthiratne
(Navy).

Air Force men too
prevails

Sri Lanka Air Force re-
tained the inter club
men’s title for yet another

year by defeating Police
Sports Club 3 - 2 on penal-
ties after match had
ended in a scoreless draw,
Thilina Perera of Po-
lice was adjudged the
Most Outstanding player
while Thusith Ratnasiri
of Air Force won the
award for the best goal
keeper. Sri Lanka Army
won the Consolation final
defeating Navy 2 - 1.



The Sri Lanka Air Force winning the semi final of the men’s open fours.

28th Rowing Nationals

Photo by Pradeep Dilrukshana

Air Force win Men’s Open Fours semi finals

The Sri Lanka Air
Force rowed away to win
the semi final of the
Men’s Open Fours at the
28th Rowing Nationals
that was continued on
the waters of the Diya-
wanna Oya yesterday.

The semi final of the
Men'’s Open Pairs was al-
so won by the Air Force.

A total of 13 semi fi-
nals were worked off
yesterday and the regat-
ta will be continued to-
day when the finals will
be worked off.

Results:

Men’s Open Fours (1)
Air Force 7.35 (2) Uni-
versity of Moratuwa
8.16.

Men’s Open Pairs (1)
Air Force 8.21 (2) Navy
8.37.

School girls’ sculls (1)
Janethri Marapona.

Women’s under 18
pairs (1) Ladies College
9.59 (2) Musaeus College
11.4.

Men'’s under 18 Fours
(1) Royal College 8.30 (2)
St. Joseph’s College

The semi final of

the Men’s Open
Pairs was also
won by the Air ’ ’
Force
10.02, ;

Women'’s over 18 pairs
(1) Air Force A’ 9.58. (2)
Air Force ‘B’ 10.10.

Men’s over 18 double
sculls (1) Army 8.01 (2)
Air Force ‘A’ 8.20.

Men’s under 18 sculls
(1) Royal College 9.21 (2)
S. Thomas’ College 9.42.

Women'’s over 18 dou-
ble sculls (1) Army 8.23
(2) Navy ‘B’ 10.20. :

Men's over 18 sculls (1)
Navy ‘A’ 8.37 (2) Kotala-
wela Defence University
8.57.

School boys’ sculls (1)
Ananda College ‘A’ 9.01
(2) Royal College ‘A’ 9.086.

Women’'s under 18
fours (1) Ladies College
9.21 (2) Musaeus College
9.38.

Men’s over 18 fours (1)
Army 7.26 (2) Air Force.
(BM)




A tribute to Ajlth J aysekerd

During the past few months,
with monotonous regularity the
print and electronic media have
highlighted the blatant irregu-
larity of various officials of the
SLC. The sordid state of affairs
necessitated a formal inquiry by
the C.O.PE, Sri Lanka Cricket
was for the
first time sum-
moned by the
parliamentary
committee on
public enter-
prises following allegations of
huge frauds and other financial
irregularities.

Strangely on this deplorable
background there have been no
allegations or complaints of any
irregularities or misdeyenduls
on the part of Air Commodore
Ajith Jayasekera, when he func-
tioned as the C.E.O for over two
years. The manner he conduc-

Hletters

ted himself and his dedication
and commitment to the unenvi-
able tasks has been exemplary
and commendable. It cannot be
disputed that as C.E.O he had to
work under severe constraints
particularly due to the usurping
of his legitimate duties by other
officials and
political in-
terference.
The cricket
loving public
and our na-
tional cricketers should *“sal-
ute” Ajith for upholding the po-
sition of the C.E.O. during his
tenure of office with admirable
dignity and appreciable deco-
rum.

It can be assorted without any
dispute that Ajith has consis-
tently maintained an enviable
record in all appointment he
held, as cricketer with his not

worthy performan-
ces while represent-
ing his College and |
as skipper of the Air'
Force Cricket team,
the Adastrians, ag ,*
secretary of the Air |
Force Sports Board }
of Control, ‘exect}

tive member of the |
combined services
sports board of con-

onstrated his exemn
plary persons
qualities. High prc
fessional ethics an
moral rectitud
consequently h
earned a reputatio
as an excellent ad
ministrator and dy
namic leader, thi
national cricketer:
respected him an

trol and manager of
the national cricket team. His
contributions have been appre-
ciated and commended,

At a time wheh whole cricket
infrastructure was been raped
with impunity by unserupulous
officials and politicians Ajith
has stood out as a gentleman par
excellence. In his positions as
Manager of the National Crick-
et Team and ag C.E.O. he has
abundantly and manifestly dem-

were able to have
meaningful dialogue to success
fully resolve many contentiou
issues,

The cricket loving public, an
the national crickets with whon
he worked which will always re
member with profound grati
tude to national cricket. His de
parture is an irreparable loss t
national cricket.

Sqn. Ldr.. J.T. Rex Fernan
do (S.L.A.F. Retd.)
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hHehtours Office at

Stanley Road Jaffna

The Commander of the Afr Forcé,
Alr Marshal HD Abeywickrama de-
clared open a new office of the ‘Heli-
tours’ at Stanley Road, Jaffna recent-
Iy.

The location which is in the heart of the
town would enable the clientele to make
use of the serv-
ices  conven-
iently.

Immediately

—l - after the open:

- N ing the
3 Commander
"__'#' handed over a
return air ticket purchased by Mr. Ravin-
dran to travel from Palaly to Ratmalana,

The Chairperson of the SLAF Seva
Vanitha Unit Neelika Abeywickrema,
Director Operations Air Vice Marshal
GP Bulathsingala, Commanding Offi-
cer SLAF Station Palaly Gp Capt. A.J.
Amerasinghe, Manager Ticketing of
Helitours Wg. Cdr. R.T. Warakagoda
were also present at the opening cere-
mony,




Air Force - netball champions

YASARATNE GAMAGE

The Sri Lanka Air Force emerged
champion in the Vanitha Vasana Net-
ball Tournament 2013 when they
defeated ‘the Ports Authority in the
final by 64 points to 58 at Torrington
recently. '

The tournament was held between
35 teams.comprising of players above
18 years of age. Organized by the
Netball Federation of Sri Lanka and
sponsored by the People's Bank the
tournament saw four groups vie in
leaguie system in the first round. Eight
teams qualified for the quarter finals,
battled with each other on knock out
basis'Whete the Air Force lasses and
Sri Lanka Ports Authority entered the
finals: ‘The Youth Services Council
won the third place. This was the first
netball tolirnament of the year under
the ‘guidance of the newly elected
president. of the Sri Lanka Netball
Federation, Lakshmi Victoria.

A member of the champion team,
Lady vOfficer Cadet Chathurangani
Javasundara was crowned the netball
queen. . Drmini Alwis won the best

e champion, Sri Lanka Alr Force netball team with the

Netball Chargy

onshxp 2013

/

Director General of Sports Ranjani Jayakody is seen here after presenting the
award to Chaturangani Jayasinghe who was adjudged the netball queen. People’s
Bank Sales and Public Relations Officer Deepal Abeysekara, CEO and General
Manager Wasantha Kumara and SLNF Chairperson Lakshmi Victoria are also in

the plcture

shooter of the tournament title. Cor-
poral Sonali Senaratne of the Sri
Lanka Air Force was adjudged the
best defender of the tournament while
Sergeant Nimalika Thushani also
from the SLAF was rewarded as the
best centre player.

- Meanwhile on

the opening day
of the tourna-
ment at Tor-
rington a sum of
Rs 100,000 was
presented to each
| district netball
| association by
| the sponsor, the
| People's Bank
| under the patron-
age of the Sports
Minister Mabhi-
ndananda Aluth-
gamage and the
People's Bank
Chairman Gami-

ni Senarath. They also presented the
national netball players with Vanitha
Vasana bank accounts.

The money donated to each district
netball association will be used to
organize tournaments and training
camps at district level. This will
directly motivate rural players which
in turn build up a good pool island
wide to select players for the national
team. This initiative from the People’s
Bank is seen vital as District Netball
Associations were in need of a spon-
sor to organize activities to develop
netball at district levels.

On the other hand by providing
financial assistance to district associa-
tions the sports ministry hopes to
attract more players to the sport. At
present there are more than 500,000
players engaged in sports including
around 7,000 from schools and the
programme is aimed at doubling the
figure, sports ministry media sources
revealed.




for Airmen

S M JIFFREY ABDEEN,
~__Kandy Sports Correspondent
Sri Lanka Air Force completed the
fine double of winning both the men's
and women's Hockey Championship

titles at the 19th ‘People's Bank Super -

Sevens’ organized by Seetha Devi
Balika Vidyalaya and sponsored by
People's Bank and worked off for two
days at the Asgiriya Stadium, Kandy.
- This tournament saw many upsets
‘and the most stunning performance
was by ladies from Air Force who put
an end to the five year run of victories
by the Navy ladies who fielded a vir-
tual national side having a galaxy of
Sri Lanka players perhaps over confi-
dence and complacency let them
down. In the women's finals Sri Lanka
Air Force beat Sri Lanka Navy 2-1.

For the winners Chathurika Prema-

siri came up with an outstanding

ormance by notching up both
goals and the way she wielded the
stick was like a sword in slicing
through her opponents strong
defence. For Navy Chathurika Wijesu-
riya scored their solitary goal.

This was Navy's first defeat in this
tournament and also their first in any
tournament in five years which makes
the win by the ladies from Air Force
Most memorable and adding more
glitter. The individual awards went as

llows. Best goal keeper: Jeewan-

ha Keerthiratne (Navy)

e

Most Outstanding Player: Cha-
thurika Premasiri (Sri Lanka Air
Force) -

Men's Champlonshlp 1

In the men's finals defending cham-_.
pions Sri Lanka Air Force was held to
a thrilling scoreless draw by Sri Lanka
Police. i

The Airmen fielding a very strong
outfit were virtually grounded by
cops by constructive play and many
attempts by the airmen to penetrate
their opponents defence were foiled
with good judgement of and posi-
tional play.

When the match ended in a draw
the penalty tie breaker system was
implement in fading light perhaps the
Police team would have been happy
to end up as joint champions as
decided in the championship for girls
schools.

But the organisers went ahead with
the penalty strokes which the Air.
Force won 3-2. Sri Lanka goal keeper
Thusith Ratnasiri of Sri Lanka Air
Force was adjudged the best goal
keeper.

The Most Outstanding players
award went to Thilina Perera of
Police for his excellent play which put.
the Police stickers on par with the
Airmen in the field of play.

Sri Lanka Army clinched the third
place by defeating Navy 2-1 in the
consolation finals.

Prirted and Pribliehed v Tha






AIRFO
VASANA

The, Sri Lan-
ka Air Force
representing
the State Serv-
ices won the
Vanitha Vasa-
na Netball
Tournament
2013 defeating
the Ports Au-
thority in the
final 64-58. The
tournament
was organized
by the Netball
Federation of
Sri Lanka and
Peoples’ Bank.

Corporal Sonali Senarthne of the
Sri Lanka Air Force was adjudged

B The Netball Queen of the
tournament was Lady Offi-
cer Cadet Chathurangani
Jayasundara. This was al-
{ so a part of the tourna-
W ment winning Sri Lanka
Cinio 8 ‘ Air Force team.

The Air Force Netball team, champions at the Vanitha
Vasana Netball tournament

the Best Defender of the tourna-
ment whilst Sergeant Nimalika
Thushani also from the SLAF was
the Best Centre.

sponsored by the b W
Netball Queen Lady Officer Cadet
Chathurangani Jayasundara.
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tions for the tournament:

How was the training schedule for the Sri Lanka
team?

It was good; we had almost three months for training in
which we were able to cut down a squad of 55 players to
the final 25 under the guidance of the selectors, head coach,
Ravin Du Plessis and assistant coach, Ben Gollings. I think
this was advantageous for us as it gave the players a chance
to become cohesive as it was planned out well.

The team went on a leadership and Team building
camp; can you tell us how that went?

It was held in Trincomalee for four days and this was
crucial as the team became closer, the camp was run by a
senior officer of the navy whom attended all the sessions,
which made all players to understand each other’s capabili-
ties and to do everything together to achieve good results,
all in all it went very well.

How was the last month of training?

In the final month we played three matches to decide the
final 25-man squad including matches against the defence
services team. This is the time all players were trained on
the game plan, brushed up with individual capabilities and
finally trained as a team.

How was the coordination between you and the SL-
RFU?

As the coordinator between the team and the SLRFU,
I attended regular meetings with the President, AsangaS-
eneviratne. The progress of training was checked and the
short comings were dealt with promptly, the Secretary, Ri-
zlylllyas was the main link between me and the Union.

Did Sri Lanka perform as expected during the tourna-
ment? %
Well in the first match, it took 20 minutes for the team to
establish themselves on the field as they hadn’t played an
international match in a long time but they did follow the
game plan, defence was good and not many mistakes were
made. The second match was a must win for us, prior to
it several sessions were held by the coach with individual
players to improve their capabilities, it created maximum
team strength, team cohesiveness and it helped them during
the match a lot. In the final match, Sri Lanka wanted to start
welland win with a large margin which we did. .

What are the differences from last year’s tournament?

The team was together throughout the whole training
period, all the good players were available and the credit =
should to the SLRU for that, it was longer training and
there were two good coaches. Also this time, intangible as-
pects were worked upon as well including psychological
and team building sessions which kept them together. The
captain led the team from the front at every time. "

What do you think Sri Lanka’s chances are at World
Cup qualification next year?

We require a special plan which needs to be made from
now but I believe that we can do it. Discussions have al-
ready begun, I believe an adaptable plan is needed includ-
ing the ability to contract national players, manage them
during the club season, nourish them, condition them well
and check their physical fitness on a monthly basis

What was it like to manage the team?

It was an enjoyable experience; I had managed the side last
year as well. I would definitely like to do it again, it's a chal-
lenge that not many people are willing to take up as it’s a de-
manding task but I've been able to make the players comfort-
able with the help of the SLRFU and can do the same again.
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Cash strapped paddlers to

Parisand De

A nine-member national tabla tennis squad, consist-
ing four men &nd five women will embark on & overseas
tour on May 4.

The paddlers led by national top seed Rohan Sirisena
will compete in two World Series events, the Comman-
wealth and World championships which will be held at .
twa venues apart. The Commonwveaith Championship
will be held in Delhy, India from May 5 to 10 followed by
the World Champlonships 2013 in Paris, France from
May 13 to 20,

According to informed sources the parent body of ta-
ble tennis, the Table Tennis Association in Sri Lanka
(TTASL] has provided the players with a portion of the
total expenditure while the players toc have been sal-
vaged by individual contributions, either from their re-
spective clubs or from well wishers. It is made to under-
stand that even a request made to the Ministry of Sports
for funds has been tumed down by the higher authori-
ties. With this background it is also revealed that two
senior women players have withdrawn from the tours
after failing to meet with their expenses. The Ministry of
Sports has firmly informed the table tennis officials that
raising funds for tours is the responsibility of the TTASL,

“The Ministry of Sports has criteria in granting finan-
cial assistance for sports goveming bodles. We are not
in & position to grant financial support for each and every
sparts goveming body. as we believe they too have are-
sponsibility to promote their respective sports disci-
plines. We do grant financial assistance for major events
fike the Olympics, Commanwealth Games and Asian
Games but on certain grounds. As the Ministry of Sports
what wa can do is liaise with prospective sponsors to
help certain sports goveming bodies on request,” Direc-
tor General of Sports for the Ministry of Sports Ranjani

. Jayakody told the Sunday Times.

Despite additional burden, the skipper of the men's
team, Sri Lanka's top seed Sinsena speaking to the Sun-
~day Times said “We now focus on the tour as & heavy

A A g ‘ 1

™ SN
Men's team skipper Rohan Sirisena

part of the burden of finding financial support is off our
shaulders. Yot we are inneed of funds, and we have
some close friends are working hard on that. Our total
focus will be to paak for the championships,” Sirisena
said,

Alongsids Sirisena, others who will represent the Sri
Lanka men's side are Nirmala Jayasinghe, Udaya Rang-
singhe, Milinds Lakshitha and Sajith Kavinda, However,
only four players each will represent in each of the
events.

The women's team led by Ishara Madurangf will con-
sist of schoolgirls Nuwani Nevodya; Ridri Karadanar-
achchi, Pavani Sirisena and Praveena Silva, Apat from
Madurangi, a former player of Sri Devananda College
who presently represents Sri Lanka Air Forea, this wil
be a tour of greater exposure for the restin the women's
team.

According to experts Sri Lanka has not fielded a team
for the World Championships since 2003 and for the
Commonwealth Championships since 2004. However in
tie last big event they competed, at the Commonwealth
Games in Delhi in 2010, Sri Lanka finished at 12th overall
from over 50 countries. - NA :
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Sri Lanka Air Force Seva Wanitha Unit Chairperson Nilika Abeywickrema inquires about pup-
pies that were displayed in the Avurudu Pola, held yesterday, at the Air Force Headquarters

in Colombo. The event was organized by the Welfare Division of the Sri Lanka Air Force,
Picture by Nimal Dayaratne



BY ROSHEN STEELMAN

brating their 150th anniversary this

year, had other things to cheer about
last week when they won the Overall
Championship at the 28th National Rowing
Championship, worked off at newly developed
Rowing Center at the Diyawanna Lake, last
weekend.

‘Colombo Rowing Club were outstanding as
they won both the women’s and men’s crowns.
They collected two gold medals, one silver and
a bronze in the men’s category, while their
female’s won two golds and a silver.

Sri Lanka Navy finished second, winnings
one gold, two silvers and a bronze, whilé SL
“Alir Foree won one gold, a silver and two
bronze medals.

Culombn Rowing Club, who will be cele-

E Arjuna

- Ranatunga, one

~ of the guests at

_ the closing cere-
mony hands over

~ the Overall
Schools
Champion’s
Trophy to the
captain of Royal
College.

Sajeev de Silva of the Colombo Rowing
Club achieved a rare feat, winning the highest
number of gold medals at a single National
Championship in 2000, He won seven out of
the seven events he took part in 2009. He won
the Singles Sculls for the fourth consecutive
year, when he clocked 7 minutes and 27 sec-
onds this year. De Silva also came up with
another solid performance, teaning-up with
Shehan Muthugala to win the Open Double
Sculls for the second consecutive year.

The event was conducted by the Amateur
Rowing Association of Sri Lanka (ARASL),
and the three-day regatta saw 300 participants
representing : schools, universities, social
clubs, the tri-forces and rowing clubs compet
ing for the coveted title.

The event was sponsored by Airtel.

N.GAN. Gunawardana _

(bow), BGDL

- Karunarathna (two),
W.G.S.L. Gunarathna
(three), HA.S.G.

brate aﬂer wmmng the
“event.

Results (Winners only)
Open Single Sculls o
Sajeev de Silva (Colombo Rowing Club) 7:27 seconds
Shehan Muthugala (Colombo Rowing Club) 7:30 seconds
W. S. K. Wimaladasa (Sri Lanka Navy) 7:38 seconds

Open Coxless Pair

K. G. Sanjeewa (bow), H. D. S. Samaraweera (stroke) (Air
Force) 8:00 seconds S. A. C. S. Kumara (bow), J. C.
Nishantha (stroke) (Navy) 8:37 seconds

Chamal Jayanetti (bow), Zydhney Fazal (stroke)
(Colombo Rowing Club) 9:08 seconds

Open Double Sculls

Shehan Muthugala (bow), Sajeeva de Silva (stroke)
(Colombo Rowing Club) 7:30 seconds

W.G.S.L. (bow), B.G.D. I

(stroke) (Navy) 7:33 seconds -

W. G. L. Jayarathna (bow), U. |. Walpita (Stroke) (Air Force)
7:48 seconds

Open Coxless Fours

N.GAN. (bow), B.G.D.I. (two),
W.G.S.L. Gunarathna (three), H.A.S.G. Hathurusinghe
(lloht} (Navy) 7:13 seconds
K8 (M ) HD. (two),
Samhmwan (stroke) (Air

KG San]ewta (three), A.AD.

Force) 7:30 seconds

WGL. Jayanthna (bow), B.T.A. Fernando (two), R M U
N‘m), c ( ) (Air F

seconds

Women’s Open Sculls

Ishika de Silva (Colombo Rowing Club) 8:41 seconds
Samaakyah Gayanayaka (Colombo Rowing Club) 8:53 sec-

onds
Janethri Marapana (Musaeus College) 9:03 seconds

Women’s Open Coxless Pairs

Janethri Marapana (bow), Vinuri Wickramasekera (stroke)
(Musaeus College) 9:28 seconds

Ashani Welikala (bow), Dharini Samarasinha (stroke)
(Ladies’ College) 9:58 seconds

Women’s Open Double Sculls

Subashini Kularatne (bow), Ishika de Silva (stroke)
(Colombo Rowing Club) 9:03 seconds

Shiyanka de Zylva (bow), Amani Tissera (stroke) (Ladies’
College) 9:12 seconds

W.A.U. Subashini (bow), S.H.D.N. Sandamali (stroke) (Navy)
9:16 seconds

Women’s Open Cox Fours

Ashani Welikala (bow), Isabella Sansono (two), Thiranya
Fernando (three), Dharini Samarasinha (stroke) Marihan
Droos (cox) (Ladies’ College)

Armmd Ratnayake (bow), W.V.S.L. Lakshani (two),
Kumari Herath (three), S.K. Maragoda (stroke) S.U.L.
Niroshan (cox) (Army) 8:09 seconds




‘STATE SERVICE
“Vanimia Vasan
NETBALL TITLE

Al

)

The State Services netball team consisting largely of Sri Lanka Air
Force players won the “Vanitha Vasana Netball Tournament 2013”
when they beat Peopalized Services 64-58 in the final played at
Torrington Ground last week. The tournament was organized by the
Netball Federation of Sri Lanka and sponsored by the Peoples’ Bank.

‘The Peopalized Services team consisted of Paorts Authority players
and the final contest was virtually a battle between Air Force and Ports
Authority. Both teams included national players and experienced net-
ballers.

While Chathurangani Jayasuriya, Samanthi Nilukshika and Sureka
Gamage were among the national players for State Services, Semini de -
Alwis, Manoji Preethika, il iand D: i
Jayathilaka were the prominent national and former national players
who competed for Peopalized Services.

The winning team took away most of the individual awards with Sri
Lanka Air Force’s Chathurangani Jayasuriya being crownad the netball
queen. Her performances as the anal-snooter in the final stood in good
stead for her to win the title according to experts. Sonali Senarthne of
the SL Air Force was adjudged the best defender of the tournament,
while Nimalka Thushanthi also from the SLAF was the best centre play-
el

T.
Semini de Alwis of Peopalized Services was the best shooter.
According to organizers 24 teams competed for the title,

State Services netball team clinched the ttle of the “Vanitha Vasana Netball

Tournament 2013.”

’ he winning team took away most of the individual awards with Sri Lanka Air

Force’s Chathurangani Jayasuriya being crowned the netball queen.

®
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